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2011 Top 10 Suppliers of Critical Subsystems to the Semiconductor and
Related Manufacturing Industries
Santa Clara, CA – April 23, 2012: VLSIresearch released its 2011 Top 10 Suppliers of Critical
Subsystems to the Semiconductor and Related Manufacturing Industries today. Several
acquisitions and divestments, combined with strong spending on lithography tools resulted in a
number of changes compared to 2010.
Once again, Carl Zeiss SMT continued to pull away from the field in first place with record sales
of lenses valued at $1,545M. Edwards also put in a strong performance, retaking second place
from MKS Instruments who slipped back into third. Brooks Automation performed well and
retained its fourth place, but the big gainer was Pfeiffer Vacuum Technology. Their acquisition of
Alcatel-Lucent’s Vacuum Technology Unit ("Adixen") at the end of 2010 resulted in a jump of
sixteen places to fifth. Horiba consolidated its sixth position, while Advanced Energy Industries
lost 2 places as the sale of its Aera mass flow business to Hitachi Metals took effect. Cymer and
EBARA posted steady growth and retained their eighth and ninth places. Finally, a surge in sales
in the first quarter of 2011 helped Hirata squeeze into the Top 10 for the first time.
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2011 was a record year for suppliers of Critical Subsystems. Sales grew 9.3% to reach a value of
$7.88Bn. The main driver for the industry was capital expenditures on semiconductor
manufacturing equipment for 32nm and below technology nodes. This stimulated demand for
high value Critical Subsystems throughout the year and offset weakening demand from the flat
panel display, data storage, LED and photovoltaic industries. The outlook for 2012 is for another
record year with sales likely to beat the $8Bn mark for the first time.
Critical Subsystems are products that have been designed to address specific applications within
the semiconductor and related manufacturing industries, and actively affect the processing and
handling of substrates.
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